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I n Loving Memory Lauren "Laurie" E. Voelkel, 65, of McAllen, Texas passed

peacefully with her family by her side on February 18, 2019, after an 11-year
struggle with ovarian cancer. She is now pain-free and at home with her Lord and

Savior. Laurie was born in Tokyo, Japan on December 31, 1953, at 6:10 a.m. to parents

Myron Ellis Jones Jr. and Nobuko "Mimi" Jones. She was raised in Bowling Green,
Ohio and graduated from Bowling Green State University in 1975 with a Bachelor's

degree in Education. She was a member of the Alpha Delta Pi sorority. She also
joined Kappa Kappa IOTA, the oldest national professional organization for

educators. After graduation, Laurie moved to Weslaco, Texas to begin her teaching

career. There she met Calvin "Marvin" Voelkel. They were married in 1978 for 38
cherished years and raised two beautiful daughters, Jennifer and Catherine. After 30

years of teaching for McAllen ISD, she retired but continued her love for teaching
and children by substitute teaching as often as she could. Laurie was smart, creative,

kind, and thoughtful. She and her loving daughter, Jennifer, devoted much of their

time caring for Marvin until he passed from cancer on March 28, 2016. Laurie
equally devoted her time to her terminally ill younger daughter, Catherine, who was

born with cystic fibrosis and passed exactly two months later on May 28, 2016. Laurie
is survived by her first-born daughter, Jennifer Harbison; son-in-law, Ross; and her

three beloved grandchildren Taylor, Trinity, and Ryan Harbison. Laurie is also
survived by her son-in-law Peter Harriss; her three younger sisters, Mariann (Stan),

Mimi (Misti), and Ginger (Ken) and several nieces and nephews. Honorary

pallbearers include Stephen Jones, Matthew Jones, Brandon Jones, Max Connor-
Jones, Matthew Jackson, Nicholas Blandford, and Christopher Blandford. Laurie will

be deeply missed. Visitation will be held on Thursday, February 21, from 10:00 a.m.
to 2:00 p.m. at McCaleb Funeral Home, 900 W. 4th Street, Weslaco, Texas. A service

celebrating her life will be held at 2:00 p.m. with a reception to follow. Donations in
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her honor may be made to the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. Cystic Fibrosis

Foundation 6931 Arlington Road, 2nd floor Bethesda, Maryland 20814 Or to the
Ovarian Cancer Research Alliance https://ocrahope.org/
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AH Amanda Herring posted:

I will always think of her buzzing around in that little Honda. I will hear that very distinct laugh as she

imparted some observation or wisdom while driving us teens around. I understood she fought a long

time. God bless her, God rest her soul.

February 21 at 11:46 AM
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MG Margarita Gonzalez posted:

My deepest sympathies to the family. Laurie was a wonderful lady with a beautiful soul. May she Rest

in Peace

February 21 at 7:09 AM
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KI Kimberly posted:

Very sorry to hear of your loss. We will miss her. She always had a smile on her face and was a joy to

care for- we saw her go through so much during all the years she was under our care. She was a

fighter-We are thinking of you Jennifer. Your mother was lucky to have you as a daughter- I am

deeply sorry for your loss. Hugs to you and your family- Kimberly

February 20 at 9:46 AM
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JV J. Moore\/Volunteer posted:

To the Family of Laurie Voelkel,\nSo sorry to learn about the loss of your Dear Loved One, Laurie.

Please know that so many people share your grief with you to help you through this difficult time of

sorrow. Please accept my deepest condolences as we await the time when Christ Jesus will awaken

all those who have fallen asleep in death; including your Beloved, Laurie.\n(John 11:41-44)

February 20 at 6:18 AM
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BG Bette Giese posted:

Laurie was one of the sweetest persons I have ever known. Her strength under circumstances was

\namazing. Prayers for comfort and peace at this time, Bette Giese

February 20 at 5:03 AM
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FF Friends And Family posted:

Friends and Family uploaded 63 to the gallery.

February 17 at 7:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Laurie by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit


